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PREMIER — INDONESIA VISIT 
Statement by Premier 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [9.16 am]: Between 1 and 5 November, I visited Jakarta and met 
with government ministers; business leaders; universities; agriculture, education and tourism industry 
representatives; and senior government officials. I also opened the expanded Western Australian trade and 
investment office in Indonesia. The trade and investment office now includes expert in-country advisers on both 
agriculture and tourism. I was accompanied by Hon Brian Ellis, MLC, and Hon Phil Edman, MLC, who are both 
strong advocates for strengthening Western Australia’s trade and investment representation in Indonesia. 
Indonesia is currently a relatively small but very important market for Western Australia. Successive 
Western Australian governments have traditionally focused much of our trade and investment attention on 
northern Asia, including Japan, China and South Korea. With these markets achieving a high level of maturity, 
I firmly believe that we should now seek to further grow our markets with Indonesia. During the visit, the trade 
and investment office hosted a series of round table meetings for industry leaders from financial services and 
resources companies, agriculture, and education and tourism. These round tables allowed us to discuss a wide 
range of topics, including bilateral trade and investment opportunities, fostering tourism and expanding our 
traditional markets, including wheat and live cattle exports. I was pleased with the level of engagement and 
interest we received during all our meetings. The message for Australian agriculture is that market access means 
providing something for Indonesia in addition to our products. A good example is Cooperative Bulk Handling, 
which exports around four million tonnes of wheat and has in turn supported Indonesia by investing in flour 
mills in that country. 

In 2014, 365 000 Western Australians visited Indonesia, the majority to Bali. Only 27 000 Indonesians made the 
reverse journey to Western Australia. During the travel round table, we explored how to expand Western Australian 
tourists’ horizons to the many other destinations across Indonesia. With its rich and diverse culture and natural 
beauty, I encourage Western Australians to experience all that Indonesia has to offer. I also put a challenge to our 
tourism office staff to see the number of Indonesians visiting Western Australia grow by 10 per cent each year. I 
met with the chief executive officer of Garuda Indonesia airlines, when we explored the opportunities to expand 
flights to Indonesia, including possibly enabling wide-body jets to fly to Jakarta from Perth. This would provide 
freight capacity for specialist produce such as cheese, yoghurt and other products. We also discussed the Jandakot 
Airport–based Polytechnic West’s AeroSpace Training Centre, which provides pilot, air, cabin and ground crew 
training. With a shortage of training places available for Garuda in Indonesia, we see this as an important facility 
that can increase the number of qualified Indonesian aircrew to meet a growing demand. 
Over many years, secondary and tertiary students have travelled to Australia to study. However, over recent 
years the number of Indonesian students has fallen. During the education round table, we discussed why this had 
taken place and how Western Australia can attract a new cohort of students. This will be explored by the trade 
and investment office in conjunction with secondary, tertiary and vocational education providers. 

I thank the Department of State Development and our trade and investment office in Jakarta, as well as the 
Australian Embassy, for planning and organising the various events. I wish to table a copy of the itinerary. 

[See paper 3675.]  
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